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10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there 
be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.  
1 Corinthians 1:10 ESV 

1. WHAT DID IT MEAN TO THE ORIGINAL READERS? 
If you start with today you’re twenty centuries too late. 

Paul is making a strong appeal (can also be translated as 
beseech, implore, exhort) to the Corinthian believers for 
their unity.  

The Greek word for “agree” is a Greek phrase which literally 
reads “speak together.” A word picture would be if a group 
of people were called to read something aloud together. 
“Agreeing” would be when they spoke the same words in 
the same cadence at the same time. “Disagreement” would 
be the chaos that would ensue if people all spoke from their 
own scripts at their own rhythm and pace.  

“Divisions” comes from the Greek word schisma, which is 
where we get the word schism from and schizophrenia. 
Jesus uses this term twice to describe a garment that was 
torn in two. It’s a strong term, indicating that the division 
among the Corinthians wasn’t a mild disagreement but a 
violent eruption of discord that threatened to tear the entire church apart if not dealt with in resolute 
manner. 

The Greek words for “mind” and “judgment” are similar and are both translated as “mind” in other parts 
of the New Testament. “Mind” is what we typically think of: our thoughts (see Romans 12:2). “Judgment” 
lends itself more to the mind made up, the mind in action. So Paul is asking them not just to think the 
same but to act the same as a consequence.  

GREEK WORD OF THE WEEK 

Καταρτίζω (katartizo) is the Greek word 
translated “you be united.” It has a 
variety of meanings, including: perfect, 
mended, joined together, prepared. It’s 
used in the gospels of James and John 
“mending” their nets as fishermen. 
What’s interesting is that this verb is 
conjugated in the middle/passive voice, 
which means that the Corinthian 
believers are not to make themselves 
united, but to allow an outside power 
(God) to make them united. Perfect 
unity is not something we can 
accomplish on our own. It depends on 
the movement of God within our midst. 

2. WHAT’S THE CONTEXT?  
Scripture without context makes no sense. 

The context for 1 Corinthians 1:10 is that it’s at the beginning of a letter in which Paul will lay out 
several divisions and controversies plaguing the Corinthian church. In the verses immediately 
preceding Paul gives a standard prayer of thanksgiving (common in his letters) and immediately after 
Paul lays out the first division among them: a controversy surrounding which leader they claimed to 
follow. 



7. HOW CAN MY LIFE GET BETTER BECAUSE OF THESE VERSES? If I trust God and step in faith, 
what kind of life will God create? 

Just imagine the power, the progress and the impact that a church could tangibly have in its community 
if it is truly united. Unity is the one thing Jesus prayed for in the future church (John 17:23) because he 
knew of its importance. Unity is not easy and it is never automatic. It has to be fought for. But if we’re 
willing to roll up our sleeves and be a part of uniting our church, the impact a united church can leave on 
the world is absolutely breathtaking. 

4. WHERE ELSE IN SCRIPTURE DOES IT 
SAY THIS? The best interpreter of Scripture is 
Scripture. 

11 Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration 
(katartizo), comfort one another, agree with one 
another, live in peace; and the God of love 
and peace will be with you. 2 Corinthians 13:11 
ESV 

1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore (katartizo) him in a spirit of gentleness. 
Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be 
tempted. Galatians 6:1 ESV

3. WHAT TIMELESS TRUTHS ARE THERE? 
Since the Word doesn’t change it still matters 
today. 

• Unity is not an automatic given within a body 
of believers. 

• Unity is of the utmost importance within a 
church body. 

• Unity cannot be achieved solely from within. It 
must be affected by a greater power or 
purpose. 

• Unity isn’t achieved when people simply 
believe the same things, but when they act 
on those beliefs in unison.

5. HOW DOES IT APPLY TODAY? Information 
without application becomes stagnation. 

• Churches that aren’t united will have trouble 
having any sort of impact for the Kingdom of 
God. 

• I should operate on the assumption that my 
church probably leans more towards schisms 
and divisions than unity. 

• Divisions are overcome by strong leadership 
(like Paul) fully dependent on the power of 
God. 

• Unity doesn’t mean an absence of conflict in 
the church. It means there’s a presence of an 
active shared force of will.

6. HOW SHOULD THIS CHANGE THE WAY I 
LIVE IN COMMUNITY? The Bible comes alive 
in me when I live it in community. 

• What are some specific ways that our church 
might be divided today? 

• How has our lack of unity impacted our ability 
to reach our neighborhood, nation and world 
with the message of Jesus? 

• If unity is something that has to be done 
within us by God, then what’s our part to 
play? What’s our first practical step towards 
unity?


