
 

BRAND NEW 
Week 2: New Digs 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

RECAP 
In this second sermon walking through the story of Jesus’ life and ministry, Josh discussed Jesus’ open 
conflict with the temple system in Jerusalem and how elements of the temple system still threaten 
Christianity today. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Josh started by talking through some of his favorite stories of Jesus he had growing up. Which 
stories of Jesus’ life and ministry fascinated you when you were younger? 

2. Read John 2:13-19 and the story of Jesus clearing the temple. What confusing or possibly 
uncomfortable stories about Jesus did you encounter when you were younger? How did you 
reconcile these difficult passages with your perception of who Jesus was? 

3. Josh spent some time going into the history and the context of the temple system to help listeners 
understand just how incendiary Jesus’ comments were about destroying the temple and that he was 
greater than the temple. From what you understand now, why do you think Jesus intentionally 
provoked a conflict and picked a fight with the temple system? 

4. How much of the temple system do we see still present in the church today? How often do we 
associate God with a building and an address? How often do we say things like, “Let’s ‘go’ to 
church,” as if God lived at a specific location? How often have churches and religious leaders 
leveraged religion as a way to enrich themselves like the chief priests did? 

5. Josh finished with a question, “If Jesus showed up today, would he applaud how we worship him or 
would he start turning over tables?”. How would you answer that? 

NEXT STEP 
• A next step for this week would be to find a way and an opportunity to worship God outside of a 

church building. Whether that’s through singing with your family in the living room, listening to the 
Bible on the way to work or praying on your lunch break, rediscover the truth that God does not live 
in a building and you can worship Him anywhere! 

For more information (training and support) on how to start a small group, contact steve.lizzio@cbcva.org 
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When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts 
he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So 
he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he 
scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he 
said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” His disciples 
remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”


The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all 
this?”


Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” John 2:13-19


BIG Idea: If Jesus showed up today, would he ___________________ how we worship him or  

would he start ____________________________________________?


Bonus Content 

Sunday (This Handout) - Discussion Questions for this message 
Monday (Blog) - How Do You Reconcile “Angry” Jesus? 
Wednesday (Blog) - That Time Jesus Made a Terroristic Threat 

For bonus content and much more, visit: joshdaffern.com
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