
 

BRAND NEW 
Week 4: New Expectations 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

RECAP 
In this fourth sermon walking through the story of Jesus’ life and ministry, Josh discussed Jesus’ 
explosive conflict with the crowds of his day and the moment most of his followers abandoned him. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Josh started by looking at the moment John the Baptist, who famously announced Jesus as the 
Messiah, later questioned if Jesus truly was the Messiah or if they should expect someone else. 
What Jesus introduced was so brand new even the John the Baptist was left scratching his head. 
Have there been moments where you’ve been left confused with how God allowed circumstances to 
play out in your life? 

2. Read John 6:14-15. The crowds wanted to make Jesus their king because they wanted to try and fit 
him into the mold of their expectations, something he resisted so much that eventually the majority of 
his followers abandoned him. Looking back on your journey as a follower of Jesus, how have your 
expectations of him changed as you’ve grown in your faith? 

3. Read John 6:27-31. The crowds followed Jesus because of what they thought he could give them: 
free bread. Have you ever prayed to Jesus or approached Jesus or followed Jesus because of what 
you thought he could give you? What happened? How have you learned to deal with unanswered 
prayers?  

4. Read John 6:67-69. Peter and the disciples stayed with Jesus not because he made sense or 
because their lives were easier or he gave them everything they asked for, but because they believed 
he was the Messiah, even if he wasn’t the Messiah they expected. Why do you follow Jesus? Is it 
because he makes sense and because he gives you everything you ask for or is it something 
deeper? 

NEXT STEP 
• For the disciples and for John the Baptist, they followed Jesus not because it was easy but 

because they were convinced he was the Messiah, their Savior. As a group, talk through and 
reaffirm exactly why you follow Jesus. 

For more information (training and support) on how to start a small group, contact steve.lizzio@cbcva.org 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JOHN 6:1-69 

When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples to ask 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” Matthew 11:2-3 

After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is 
to come into the world.” Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, 
withdrew again to a mountain by himself. John 6:14-15 

From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. John 6:66


BIG Idea: Is God wanting to do something _________________________________ in you?


Bonus Content 

Sunday (This Handout) - Discussion Questions for this message 
Monday (Blog) - The Most Puzzling Question John the Baptist Ever Asked in Scripture 
Wednesday (Blog) - John 6:66 and the Moment the Jesus Movement Fell Apart 

For bonus content and much more, visit: joshdaffern.com
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